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Gratum eff. quod patria Civeb, populogue dediftz, 
Si facis ut Patrie fit idoneus, utilis. agres, 


Utils, ( bellorum 'S pacts rebus agendis. 
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SIR, 


» AVING, lately, met 
with an Opportunity.<of. 
es peeeo\| looking back, upon a 
} Compleat S E TT of your 
= PLAIN-DEALERS, 
the laft Paragraph, in your 
PAPER of Mondysy, 
the 9th. of November, puts 
me upon asking, Whether 
it would not be worth 
: =a While, to beftow an Effay 
to thow the HONOWR, as well as the Profit of 
TRAE; in order to remove that miftaken No- 
tion, which poffeffes the Minds of the Jndolent, and 
Unthinking, Part of our Nobility and Gentry, That 
by engag:ng in TRADE they degrade themfelves ? 
‘YOU will eafily prove the contrary, fince not 
only our Credit at Home, but our Power Abroad, is 
{upporred by it. Befides which, the Education, ne- 
ceffary to qualify a Man for a compleat Trader, is 
fuch, as becomes a Gentleman of the Firft Rank. 
For he fhould be a Proficient in Languages, Hiftory, 
Geography, and Mathematicks: And, in order to be 
Mafter of the Improvements, which may be made, 
in every Scil, and Climate, he fhould know fome- 
thing of Natural Philofophy. — He ought to be ac- 
guainted with the Policy, and Government, of all 
Nations: And, tho’ he does not immediately con- 
cern himfelf in the Management of State Affairs, 
yet he fhould be qualified for a PRIME 
MINISTER. 
‘ O}UR Yoath of Title and Gaiety, are generally 
taken with -he Character of a SOLDIER; and 
ir muft be allowed, a Noble Employment, — Efpeci- 
ally, when affumed in the Defence of our Country. 
Bur then, it may be remembred, That the Art of 
Var was introduced thro’ the Corruption of Man- 
kind, and is always Attended with Ruin and Defe- 
lation, 
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‘OTHERS, who would appear: more polite’ 
than their Neighbours, breed up their Sons to pra- 
ctice the L AW, — but I am forry to fay, that 


‘ This, confidered as a Prefeffion, is attended with’ 


Confequences, as Fatal to Families, as That is to 
Nations. —- For, though our Sears of Fuftice are 


is equal and juft; yet, by the Zurns, and Manage- 
ments, of the inferiour. Practicers in thofe Courts, 
our Approach to. Them, is made fo Jntricate, and 
Expenfive, that they who are obliged to fue for their 
own Right, in the common Forms, are frequently 
undone, even though they obrain the Verdi, in their 
Favour. 

‘ THUS the Properties of the People are render’d 

recarious, and many Difficulties are put upon them, 
in their Purfuit of Fufice, by thofe, who pervert the 
true Intention of the Law; and make That a dark 

Myftery, which being the Rule of every Man’s Acti- 
ons, fhould lie open, and plain to bis Underftanding. 

‘ AND, here, I cannot help mentioning a Thing, 
which, though it feems but a Trifle, mutt be allow- 
ed to look like a very unreafonable Hardfhip — 
The Manner of making out, and ferving a Subpena 
in Chancery! — This is a {mall Slip of Parchment, 
roll’d up, in a Lump of Wax, and may chance to 
be ferved, in the Country, upon a Perion, who can 
hardly read the plaineft Eng/i/b: — When it comes 
to his Hands, perhaps, at firft, he is aff aid ro break 
it open ; bur, if he proves bardy enough, to do thar, 
he is not one Jot the wifer ; for it is wrote in Barba- 
rous Latin, with odd, unintelligible, Abbreviacions ; 
and, ina Hiand, more refembling a Set of Hierégly- 
phicks, than the Letters of a Chriftian Aiphaber. 

‘ THE poor Man, thinking’no Harm, fays it by, 
till his Convenience ferves him, to get 1 exy!ained, 
by the firft Great Scholar he happens to méet with. 
Bur, in the mean Time, upon this Delay, eve comes 
an Attachment, and fo on, to a Writ of- Rebellion ; 
for no other Reafon than thar a Man who was bredto 
underftand nothing but Husbandry, could not decypher 
a Summons, ferved upon him, in a Language he never 
heard of, and a Chara&er, which the Parfon.et the 
Parith, might, himfelf, have been equally puzzled by ! 
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‘THERE are many other Proceedings in the 
Law, of a like Natute, which, if truly confidered, 
have methinks, but an odd Appearance, in a Country 
of fo much boafed Liberty — But if, while we cen- 
fure, what fecms thus unreafonabie, in the Method 
of fome of our Law-Pradiecs, it fhould be alledged, 
That, Norwithftanding all this, it has prodtéed| 
many Great, and Uleful Men, I alow ir, — only” 
it, may be worth coniidering, Whether we have not 
more Reafon to be efamed we fiand in need of them, 
thae te-boaiethar we bewe them. . And | Wilask ches” 
plain. Queftieny If thadtwor'd: nor be cfi@emedl a 
happier Climate, where there is: no’ Need of Phy/tes- 
“ants, than Where cht Oncertainry, of “tfawhole- 
fomeneis of the Air has encourag’d fo mai) of them 
to fettle, that you are fure of finding a Good One 
in every Street ? ' 

‘1 BEG Pardon for this Digreifion ; but I was 
led into ic by mentioning the Law as a Profeffion, 
compared wich that of the AZerchene, m order torene 
gage your more able Pen to fhow, at large, how 
much One is preferrable to the obey 3 as ‘well With 
re{pect to the Honour, asthe U/efulnefs, that attends 
it — fince All), who raile their Forwinés nieeriy by 
the Practice of the Law, or the Succefs of the 
Sword, muft neceflarily do ic upon the Ruin of Fa- 
milies, and Nations: Whereas the Generous TR 4- 
DER, while he enriches bimfeif, is {preading Be- 
nefits to all about him: From whence we may. in- 
fer, That This is the Employmém,~ mvott 
able to the Original Dzfign of our Beings, which 
was, not to Defirox, but to comfort, and ehe-tfh, each 
other. i 

‘MOSES wasa great Lawgiver, and David wa 
a Warriour: But $ OLOMON, whom GOD" was 
pleafed to honour, with. ftill fubiimer Marks of His’ 
Favour, and to whom He gave the wifej?, and moft 
Underftanding Heart ; —» So that there was none like 
him, BE FO RE, neither fhould Any rife, AFTER, 
like unto him. This Solomon, the Greateft King,’ 
‘the Chofen People of GOD ever had! was a 
MERCH ANT; and fent Fleets, by way of the 
Red Sea, to bring home Gold, from. the Eaft Indies: 
And what Noble Monuments did this: Prince leave be- 
hind him of his #fdem and his Grandeur! 
‘BUT we havealiving Examplein theC ZAR 
a Prince, who has done more for the Advantage of 
his Country, and his own Glory, by encouraging 
Arts and. Sciences, and improving every Branch of 
Trade, in his Dominions, than by all the Battles he 
has ever fought. — In fine, who has not obfervd, 
That our own moft Gracious SOV E REIGN, atthe 
opening this prefent Seffion of Parliament, recom- 
mended from the Throne, the Encouragement of 
TRADE, and NAVIGATION, as the gréat 
Means, to Support, and Eftablifb us. 

‘ IF You think any of thefe Hints cat be of Ser- 
vice to the Publick, you may ufe them as you pleafe, 


SIR, 
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I am, 
Your very bumble Servant, 
PATRICIUS. 


1 AM perfe&tly in the Sentiments of the Ingeni- 
ous Gentleman, who fent methe foregoing Letter ; — 
Bur, the Subject which he has recommended, can 1¢- 
ver hope to fucceed better, than undér the Care of fo 
able a Hand, as hisown: And, for thar Reafon, I 
‘am very defirous of the Contintiance of his Corref- 
pondence. ) 

THE Opinion, That Merchandizing debafes Blood, 
is a Folly, worthy only of the Tribe, te whom this 
Gentleman imputes it. — Ir is a Truth, too well 
known, thatthe INDOLENT, and UNTHINKING, 
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Part, of our Nobility, and Gentry, is a very Large Part 
of them: But (Heaven be prais’d!) nor at all a Con- 
fiderable One, — They are a Race of pleasant Crea- 
tures, who had. the Honour to be born, for their ome - 
Eafe; but fot the Entertainment of other People. — 
They puc mein mind of the Innkeeper in the STRA- 
TAS EM, who was able at prefent, to produce none of 


‘the Geod Things, his Gucfts wanted, bur had che Sa- 


risfaction of, remembring that he could have furnilis'd 
’em, All, if they bad din'd with him, lait SUNDAY; 
= No Matttr bow pur-Blind a Man of Qjsitay hap- 
pens to be, finée he hada Great Grandfather, cifac was 
fea p Lighted! — He my be, @ Fool too, (AIA(SEEF) 
— but it ought to be Scandalum Magnatum to laugh 
at him — For he has Proofs, in the Herald's Office, 
Tha his FOREFATHERS cou'd af wifely. 

WE have the Comfort, however, ro know, that 
All our Lords, arenot LORDS OF TRADE: if 
they were, my Cortefpondent’s Excellent Notions 
nughe be urg'd, wich am Bffeé; bart il-proportion’d to 
theic Value; and falk under the Noble Bye.of not a 
Rew able Minifters, of the fame’ Scamp wirh a famous 
One, in a late Reign, who, when a certaimmKnight, a 
Great Trader: prefentéd hind with a Sehtme, for the 
improvement of Commerce, threw it back to him, with 
a wife Contempt, and ask'd him, Whether be thought, 
that Men of HIS QU AE ITY, had nothing to do, 
but to read Papers? 

TO the jut, and lively, Obfervation, That 4 Mer- 
chant otight to be qualifyd for a Minifter of State, I 
will add this Wifh, of my own, — That we may, 
fever have a Atinifier of Staté, Who is not oc 
for a Merchant! — Not Trade alone, but Politich:, 
would foon feel the Benefir of fo new a Regulation. 
— Yet, there is a Happinefs, fff greater ; and it is 
the Left, the. warrneft, Hope, of thote, to whofe fuc- 
cefsful Induftry we owe our Commerce! —» That the 
Way might always lie open, tothe Ear of our Princes 
Themfelves, without pafling the narrew Pofterns, which 
Truth is often oblig'd to wait at, till ic has wearied it 
felf,.co no Pufpofe. | a 

THE Firft remarkable Start, in the Balargement 
of the Englifh Traffick, was made in the Reign of our’ 
High-fpirited: Queen Elizabeth : And to what Kind: of 
Meafures it was owing, may, I prefume; be gather'd, 
without. mach Difficulty, from the following little 
Story, which I have taken out of Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh’s. Difcourfe, concerning the Prerogative of Parli- 
aments. | 


“ QUEEN Elizabeth would {et the Reafon of het 
“* meaneft Subje&, againft the Authority of her Greateft 
“* Councellor, By her Patience, herein, fhe railed the 
‘‘- ordinary Cuffoms of London, above Fifty thoufand 
“ Pounds a Year, without any new Impofition. — The 
“ Lord Treafurer Burleigh, The Earl of Leiceffer; and 
“ Secretary Walfingham (All Three PENSTONERS 
“ to Cuftomer Smith) join’d, ro fer themfelves againft 
“* a poor Waiter of the Cuftom-Houfe, call’d Carwar- 
“ den; and commanded rhe Grooms of the Chamber 
“ not to give him Admiffion. — Bur rhe Queen, fént 
“ for him, on a Petition, which he deliver'd, into Ker 
‘“* Hands, and gave him Countenatice again? them all. 
‘* .— It would not ferve the Turn with Her, to be told 
“by her Great Officers, that fhe difgrac’d Them, by 
“allowing her Ear ro the Complaints of buff Heads ; 
‘and that the difhonouf’d Her own: Dignity. — She 
“ had always This, to anfwer — That, [f Men fhou'd 
* complain, unjuftly, againft her Miniflers, fhe knew 
“* well enough, bow to punifh them — But, if they had 
“ Reafon. for the Complaints they cffer'd Her, She was 
“ Queen of the SMALL, as well as of the GREAT ; 
“and would not Suffer Herfelf tobe BESIEG’D, by 
“ Servants, who coud have no Motive for wifbing it, but 


“* their Intereft in.the Oppreffion of others, 





Printed for ‘F. Roberts, at the Oxford-Arm:, in Warwick-Lane, 





Where Compleat Setts may be had 








